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Home

By Fran Schier-Potter, Allied Member ASID

Each spring, the joy of the season is kicked-off
with an array of spectacular show houses where
interior designers from near and far can showcase
their designs.

This year, Monmouth County was host to Holly Hill, the third
Stately Homes by-the-Sea Designer Show House presented by
the Visiting Nurse Association of Central Jersey (VNACJ). This
historic country estate is nestled on a hilltop overlooking beauti-
ful views of the Navesink River and Atlantic Ocean in Locust,
N.J.

Built in 1934, Holly Hill is set on 12 acres featuring dozens of
specimen holly trees, from which the estate derived its name.

The 30-room Georgian-style mansion retains many of its origi-
nal architectural features, including an African walnut grand

staircase, a cherry wood paneled library, an “Aladdin Lamp”
exterior staircase between the second floor and the sun roof, a
roof dome covered in antique Brittany tiles, and pressed copper
gutters.

More than 35 of the region’s top interior designers, decorators
and landscape artists transformed this pre-war treasure, recaptur-
ing its original spirit of the Gatsby era and its bucolic setting
while incorporating contemporary elements of elegant 21st cen-
tury living. ASID NJ designers including Anne Maria
Mannarino, Allied Member ASID, Mary Sferra, ASID, Diane
Durocher, ASID, Ginny Zonfrilli, Allied Member ASID, Sheila
Rich, Allied Member ASID and interior design students from
Brookdale Community College were invited to participate in this
year’s event.

On the following pages, you will catch a glimpse of the exciting
rooms that our own gifted and talented New JerseyASID design-
ers created. Sit back and enjoy the view.

Showtime at Holly Hill!

Designer: Virginia (Ginny)
Zonfrilli, Allied MemberASID

VHZ Design Group

Room: "Lullaby Garden"

Inspiration:
A lush, beautiful garden.

In this beautiful, garden inspired nursery called Lullaby Garden, the walls are adorned with mop-head peonies that reach for the sky.
Tied back with ribbons, the iron four poster crib is canopied in petal pink sheers that fall to the floor. A garden path leads the way into
the baby's bathroom. The room overflows with greenery and frames scenic views of the Navesink River.

Photographer: Peter Rymwid

ASID NJ Industry Partners: J. Herbro, J&M Lifestyles, PaintTek Quality Painting, Benjamin Moore , Sherwin Williams, West Essex
Lighting Studio.
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Designer: Mary Sferra, ASID
M.R. Sferra Interior Design

Room: “Pool House Solarium”

Inspiration:
The goal was to transform a neglected sunroom
into a sun-drenched room for all seasons, to be
the ideal setting for gathering with friends and

family, or a secluded retreat for which to escape.

Nestled in the gardens overlooking the pool and magnificent vistas, you will find “The Solarium/ Pool House.” The room is flanked
by three walls of Palladian windows which open from the floor to ceiling. In order to bring the outdoors in, a stucco finish was applied.
The walls were then painted with a Muralo Ceramic Paint in a sage custom color, creating a lovely backdrop for the dark woven wick-
er furniture. The windows were softened with an upholstered lambrequin flanked with a minimal sheer drapery treatment, so as not to
overwhelm the room and the views. To create a focal point and a more intimate setting, a wall was built to incorporate a ventless fire-
place. The artwork over the fireplace adds drama and height to the room. The patchwork area rugs add interest and define the two seat-
ing areas. The kitchen was completely renovated and is now a beautiful extension to the room.

Photographer:
Peter Rymwid

ASID NJ Industry
Partners: Mark
Gallery, The Creative
Touch, Muralo,
Woodbridge
Stereo/Video.

Kitchen: Artistic Tile,
Electrolux, Elkay
Manufacturing,
Ferguson Enterprises,
Green Demolitions,
Meganite, distributed
through Fessenden
Hall.



What were some of the
challenges?
The primary challenges revolved
around manipulating the space
to incorporate the architectural
elements and selecting final fin-
ishing details to enhance my
vision. Choosing exterior paint
colors, stone and the roof were a
challenge to the architect and
builder because of the different
angles and the desire to create a
classic timeless look, with an exterior in situ with nature. It is a
wonderful house for entertaining because the house flows; it is
comfortable and I am at peace. Moving around the house is spe-
cial, but sitting outside and looking into the house gives me that
“ah ha” moment. When it was all done, I knew my visions came
together.

What were some of your inspirations?
My inspiration came from a carriage house that I came across
and then wanted to create for my own use. I located reclaimed
Asian stone for the foyer floor that became the centerpiece and
the inspiration for the rest of the house.

Thank you, Gail. It is always a pleasure and an inspiration to sit
with you and talk.
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Gail Whiting, ASID and Denise
Whiting Jones, ASID

http://www.michellewinickdesign.com
http://www.muralo.com/mw_collection



